
AOW 1st Quarter Assignment: 
Z-Chart 

 

WHAT is it? AOW stands for Article of the Week.  We will be examining various 
informational texts about current events and topics of interest.  These articles 
might come from newspapers, magazines, journals, etc.  Students are to read 
and annotate the article and complete a “Z Chart” graphic organizer. 
 

HOW do I complete a Z Chart? Read and re-read the informational text 
distributed in class and follow the format below: 
 

                               New Title for the Article  
   

ü 3 most important facts  
             written verbatim 

ü use evidence-      
                         based terms    
              for each             Draw a detailed  

ü use correct           picture showing 
     punctuation  the article’s main idea 
    and  
    grammar 
              
 
        

Detailed one-sentence summary of the article (avoid beginning with phrases like “The 
article is about…” or “I’m going to tell you…”—get to the point quickly, and do not 

write more than one sentence. Hint: who, what, when, where, why, how!) 
 

WHEN is it due? AOW will be distributed on MONDAYS.  Ms. Leonard will 
introduce the text, we’ll read the text together, and then you will have Monday 
night and Tuesday night to reread and analyze the article at home.  
Annotations and Z-Charts are due on WEDNESDAY. 
 

WHERE do I keep it? AOW articles and Z charts are to be kept in your 3-prong 
file folder. This rubric and an example article with a Z chart are to be kept for 
your reference in the folder as well. 
 

WHY do we do this? Exploring informational text is an essential skill to 
becoming a proficient reader. This activity allows you to interact with real-world, 
authentic texts, as well as help you analyze and simplify complicated texts. In 
creating a new title for the article, you’re analyzing what the article is about and 
inferring the author’s purpose for writing. To list facts from the article, you must re-
read the text and cite the evidence you find. The Z Chart helps you visualize 
what is happening as your create a picture or visual representation. This activity 
helps you think about your thinking as you make inferences and summarize the 
text in a smaller, compact sentence that is easy to comprehend. You’re also 
practicing using correct punctuation and grammar! 



AOW “Z Chart” Rubric 
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  20 10 0 

• The article is present in the folder  
• The article has key details underlined, 

highlighted, or circled 
• The article has detailed comments, 

questions, and thoughtful 
observations about the author’s 
writing strategies or the article’s 
content 

• The article is present in 
the folder  

• The article has minimal 
comments, questions, 
underlined/ highlighted 
portions, and 
observations. 

• The article is 
missing from the 
folder 
 

or 
 

• The article is in 
the folder with no 
annotation 
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10 5 0 
• New title is unique and different from 

original article’s title 
• Title demonstrates full 

comprehension of the article’s main 
idea 

• New title is too similar 
to the original title 

• Title shows some 
comprehension of the 
overall message  

• Title is copied 
exactly from the 
article 

or 
• Title shows no 

comprehension 
or 

• No title is 
included 

3 
Fa

ct
s 

30 15 0 
• Evidence based terms are used on 

three key points 
• Each fact is recorded verbatim from 

the article 
• Correct punctuation is used  
• Each fact is a key point that shows 

comprehension of the article’s main 
idea  

• No or minimal 
evidence based terms 
are used 

• Punctuation is missing 
or incorrect 

• Less than three points 
from the article are 
included 

or 
• Less important facts are 

listed 

• Facts lack 
relevance  

or 
• No facts are listed 

Pi
ct
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e 

 
 

10 5 0 
• Detailed picture shows full 

comprehension of topic 
• The main idea is displayed in the 

picture 

• Picture shows some 
comprehension of topic 

• Picture is present but 
not detailed  

• Picture is 
irrelevant to article 

or 
• No picture is 

present 

Su
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30 15 0 
• Summary is one detailed sentence 
• Summary uses correct grammar and 

punctuation 
• Summary applies facts from article 

and brings the topic together showing 
full comprehension of main idea 

• Summary is shorter or 
longer than one 
sentence 

• Summary applies some 
facts from article & 
shows some 
comprehension 

• Some grammar and 
punctuation errors 

• Summary is 
irrelevant to article  

or 
• Summary misses 

key points 
or 

• Summary is not 
present 

 



Dangerous Animals Shouldn’t Be Pets 
 
 
 
 
 

1. According to the text, 
“Millions of people in the United 
States own exotic pets. These 
include wild animals like wolves, 
bears, and giant snakes.” 
  
2. The article states, “Exotic pets 
may start out as cute babies. But 
as they grow older, bigger, and 
stronger, they become harder to 
handle.”  
 
3. It said in the text, “The 
behavior of exotic pets can be 
violent and hard to predict. Their 
actions might be natural in the 
wild—but not in your home.” 
 

	  

	  

Wild animals are dangerous and sometimes deadly creatures that 
should not be kept as pets in the home. 
	  


